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AREA  AND  POPULATION. 


No.  of 
Rpgn. 
District. 

Area  in  Statute  Acres. 

Inhabited  Houses 

Population. 

Land  and 
Inland  Water 

Inland  Water 
Only. 

1891. 

1901. 

1891. 

1901. 

49 

1,356 

20 

1,988 

2,685 

10,117 

12,736 

The  Population  of  the  Tonbridge  Urban  District  estimated  to  the 
middle  of  1904  was  13,725,  showing  an  increase  of  989  since  the  census 
of  1901,  and  of  812  on  the  estimated  population  of  1903. 

The  number  of  registered  births  amounted  to  331,  including  159  of 
males  and  172  of  females,  and  giving  a  Birth-rate  of  24*8  per  1,000  of 
population,  as  compared  with  27*2  in  1903,  and  23-2  in  1902. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-six  deaths  were  returned,  including  81  of  males 
and  85  of  females.  To  these  must  be  added  11  deaths  of  residents  which 
took  place  beyond  the  district,  viz.,  1  in  the  Urban  District  Council’s  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital  (Tonbridge  Rural  District),  8  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  and  2 
at  the  General  Hospital,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

The  Death-rate  was  12*8  per  1000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  1R6  in  1903,  and  13-8  in  1902. 

The  principal  Epidemic  Diseases  include  Small-pox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping-cough,  Fever  (Typhus,  Enteric  or  Typhoid 
Fever,  and  Pyrexia  of  uncertain  origin),  and  Diarrhoea. 

Of  the  total  177  deaths,  11  were  caused  by  one  or  other  of  these  diseases 
(the  same  number  as  in  1903),  viz.,  4  from  Measles,  2  from  Enteric  (or 
Typhoid)  Fever,  1  from  Diptheria,  and  4  from  Diarrhaea. 

The  Epidemic  Disease  Death-rate  was  o'8  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  as  against  a  like  rate  in  the  previous  year,  and  1-2  in  1902. 

The  Infant  Mortality,  i.e.,  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  per  1,000  registered  births  was  129,  as  compared  with  98  in 
1903,  and  105  in  1902. 
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During  the  year  1904  the  birth-rate  throughout  England  and  Wales, 
taken  as  a  whole,  was  27’9  (which  is  the  lowest  on  record),  the  general 
death-rate  16-2,  and  the  epidemic  disease  death-rate  1-94  per  1,000  of 
population.  The  case  mortality  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per 
1,000  registered  births  was  146. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  vital  statistics  are  of  a  satis¬ 
factory  character,  the  general  death-rate,  epidemic  disease  death-rate  and 
infant  mortality  being  respectively  8*4,  1-14,  and  17  below  those  of  the 
country  generally. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

I 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Acts,  1889 
and  1899,  the  following  diseases  are  notifiable  in  the  district : — Small-pox, 
Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Membranous  Croup,  Erysipelas,  the  disease  known  as 
Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever,  and  the  Fevers  known  by  the  following  names  : 
Typhus,  Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever,  Relapsing,  Continued,  and  Puerperal. 
Of  these  14  cases  were  reported,  as  compared  with  34  in  the  previous  year, 
and  88  in  1902.  They  consisted  of  1  case  of  Small-pox,  6  of  Diphtheria,  2 
of  Erysipelas,  1  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  4  of  Enteric  Fever. 

Small  =  Pox.— One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  from  the  centre  of 
the  town  on  January  9th.  The  patient,  a  young  woman,  was  well  vaccinated 
in  infancy  and  had  a  mild  attack.  She  was  treated  at  the  Joint  Hospital 
for  Small-pox  at  Dislingbury  and  made  a  good  recovery.  The  usual  pre¬ 
cautions  were  taken  and  no  other  cases  resulted. 

Diphtheria. — Six  cases  occurred  as  compared  with  7  in  1903.  They 
were  notified  1  in  each  of  the  months  of  March,  July,  October,  and  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  2  in  November.  Locally  they  occurred  1  at  each  of  the  following- 
places  : — Woodside  Road,  Rose  Street,  Priory  Road,  Nelson  Avenue,  Barden, 
Hayesden,  Caistor  Road,  and  East  Street  The  case  at  Nelson  Avenue 
proved  fatal  in  October. 


The  following  were  the  age-periods  at  which  the  disease  occurred  : — 


1—5 

5—15 

25—65 

years 

years 

years 

1 

1 

4 

1  6  cases. 

—  1  death. 

Erysipelas. — Two  cases  occurred  as  compared  with  5  in  1903 — 1  in 
September,  at  Priory  Street,  and  1  in  November,  at  Chichester  Road.  One 
patient  was  an  adult  male  and  the  other  an  infant,  the  latter  proving  fatal. 

Scarlet  Fever  fell  from  12  cases  in  1903  to  one  non-fatal  casein  1904, 
which  was  reported  from  Hadlow  Road  in  September,  a  boy  aged  10. 

Enteric  (or  Typhoid)  Fever. — Four  cases  (with  two  deaths)  were  re¬ 
ported  as  against  nine  cases  in  each  of  the  two  previous  years — 1  in  October, 
2  in  November,  and  1  in  December. 


4 


Locally  they  occurred — 1  in  Yale  Road  (died  in  Isolation  Hospital  on 
October  20th),  1  in  High  Street,  1  in  Dry  Hill  Road  (died  at  School  Sana¬ 
torium  on  November  27th),  and  1  in  Bank  Street. 

No  defects  in  drainage  or  other  matters  of  sanitation  were  found  in  any 
of  the  houses  sufficient  to  account  for  the  occurrence  of  the  disease. 


HOSPITAL  ISOLATION. 

Eight  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  removed  to  and  treated  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Yauxhall  Lane,  and  1  at  the  Dislingbury  Joint  Small-pox 
Hospital. 

They  were  admitted  as  follows  : — 


January  .  1  case  (Small-pox) 

March  .  1  case  (Diphtheria) 

July  .  1  case  (Diphtheria) 

September  . 1  case  (Scarlet  Fever) 

October  .  1  case  (Enteric  Fever) 

November .  2  cases  (1  Enteric  Fever  and  1  Diphtheria). 

December .  2  cases  (1  Enteric  Fever  and  1  Diphtheria) 

Total  .  9  cases 


The  ages  of  the  patients  varied  from  6  to  48  years  ;  the  longest  stay  at 
the  Hospital  was  61  days  (Enteric  Fever),  and  the  shortest  14  days 
(Diphtheria),  and  the  average  stay  was  30  days. 

A  new  rubber-tyred  ambulance  of  modern  type  and  built  on  the  best 
principles  was  purchased  by  the  Council  in  the  spring  of  the  year  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  patients  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


NON -NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Measles  caused  four  deaths — all  in  December — at  Hadlow  Road,  Mill 
Crescent,  St.  Mary’s  Road,  and  Norfolk  Road  respectively.  The  patients’ 
ages  varied  from  six  months  to  4  years. 

Diarrhoea  was  also  responsible  for  4  deaths — 3  in  September  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age,  and  one  in  November — an  adult  female. 

Locally  the  deaths  occurred  1  at  each  of  the  following  places  : — Caistor 
Road,  Vale  Road,  Priory  Walk,  and  St.  Mary’s  Road. 

There  were  no  deaths  caused  by  Whooping  Cough. 
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Influenza. — One  death  resulted  from  this  disease  in  January  at  Danvers 
Road — a  child  aged  2  years. 

Inspections  during  the  year  have,  in  addition  to  those  made  on 
account  of  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  included  inspection 
of  drainage  at  various  parts  of  the  town,  cowsheds,  the  river  in  reference  to 
poisoned  fish,  the  Waterworks,  Sewage  Farm,  &c. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  town. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. —  Eight  premises  are  on  the 

Register.  I  made  a  personal  detailed  inspection  of  each  during  the  year. 
Two  sets  of  cowsheds  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory — one  is  altered  and 
arrangements  are  being  considered  for  the  improvement  of  the  other. 

I  am  proposing  to  the  Council  the  adoption  of  regulations  under  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders. 

Slaughter  Houses.— Bye-laws  as  to  slaughter  houses  were  formally 
adopted  on  August  3rd,  1898,  and  were  confirmed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  October  21st  of  the  same  year.  Verbal  notices  have  caused  any 
defects  in  the  management  during  the  year  to  be  remedied. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. — The  duties  connected  with 
the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  have  been  carried  out  by  Mr. 
Barnes,  who  reports  the  existence  of  124  workshops  (including  47  domestic)  ; 
36  factories  ;  and  25  retail  bakehouses.  I  accompanied  him  to  inspect  on  a 
considerable  number  of  occasions  when  matters  of  importance  or  difficulty 
had  to  be  dealt  with.  Owing  to  a  change  of  Sanitary  Inspector  I  am  unable 
to  fill  up  the  table  furnished  by  the  Home  Office  as  fully  as  might  be 
desirable. 

Refuse  Removal  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  men.  Two 
covered  and  three  open  carts  are  in  general  use,  and  during  ten  weeks  of  last 
summer  an  additional  open  cart  was  put  on.  Frequent  removal  of  refuse, 
during  the  summer  particularly,  is  one  of  the  most  essential  aids  to  prevent 
infectious  disease,  and  no  reasonable  expense  should  be  withheld  for  carrying 
out  the  work  efficiently.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  long  delayed  question  of 
procuring  a  destructor  will  receive  early  and  favourable  consideration. 

Excretal  Disposal. — Very  few  premises  remain  unconnected  with  the 
sewer ;  about  three  houses  in  the  London  Road  being  some  of  the  last  few 
remaining  with  cesspools. 

The  drainage  of  Hayesden  will  require  careful  consideration  during  the 
coming  year  as  the  arrangements  there  are  by  no  means  satisfactory. 

The  increasing  amount  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with  renders  alterations  on 
the  Sewage  Farm  necessary  as  the  effluents  passing  into  the  river  are  at  times 
below  a  proper  standard  of  purity. 

This  means  the  laying  down  of  more  pumping  plant  and  filter  bed  area, 
and  is  a  question  to  be  considered  concurrently  with  the  refuse  destruction. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  that  254  closets 
have  been  supplied  with  flush  cisterns  during  the  year,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  there  are  nearly  800  still  remaining  “  hand-flushed.”  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  give  an  exact  number  at  the  close  of  the  coming  year. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

Seven  chemical  and  seven  bacteriological  analyses  of  the  water  supplied 
by  the  Tonbridge  Water  Company  were  made  during  the  year.  The  chemical 
analyses  have  been  uniformly  satisfactory.  The  bacteriological  have  gener¬ 
ally  been  satisfactory,  hut  on  the  occasion  of  samples  taken  from  some  dead 
ends  the  increase  in  the  number  of  organisms  have  been  very  apparent.  I 
have  communicated  wTith  the  Water  Company  on  any  matters  on  which  I 
thought  alterations  were  necessary,  and  representations  have  always  received 
fair  and  courteous  consideration  and  proposals  of  visits  of  inspection  to  any 
part  of  the  works  or  gathering  ground  have  been  readily  acceded  to. 

A  great  improvement  has  been  made  at  the  works  during  the  year  by  the 
erection  of  new  sanitary  conveniences  connected  up  to  the  sewer  by  iron 
pipes.  I  consider  this  a  great  safeguard. 

The  new  high  level  storage  reservoirs  at  Hangman’s  Hill  were  nearly 
completed  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

New  mains  have  been  laid  on  the  Blue  Barn  Estate,  and  White  Mead, 
Shipbourne  Boad. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  CLOSURES. 

It  was  considered  necessary  to  advise  the  closure  of  all  the  Elementary 
Schools  in  the  town  for  the  periods  set  opposite  each  on  account  of  the 
prevalence  of  Measles,  viz., 


Wesleyan  Schools  . November  14th  to  December  23rd  (both  inclusive) 

St.  Stephen’s  Schools  ...December  5th  to  December  23rd  (both  inclusive) 
National  Schools  . December  5th  to  December  23rd  (both  inclusive) 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890, 
and  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  are  in  force  in  the  Urban 
Area  having  been  adopted  on  January  7th,  1891,  and  came  into  force  on 
February  14th,  1891.  The  Private  Streets  Works  Act  was  adopted  on  August 
5th,  1896. 

Bye  Laws  are  in  force  with  respect  to  the  following  matters  :  — 

1.  — Cleansing  of  Footways,  &c.,  Bemoval  of  House  Befuse, 

Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets,  &c. 

2.  — Nuisances. 

3.  — Common  Lodging-houses. 

4.  — Offensive  Trades. 

5.  — Slaughter-houses. 

6.  — Bemoval  of  Offensive  Matters. 

7.  — Prevention  of  danger  from  Whirligigs  and  Swings,  use  of 

Firearms  in  Shooting  Banges,  &c. 

8.  —Pleasure  Grounds. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  district  was  very  free  from  notifiable  in¬ 
fectious  disease,  only  two  cases  having  been  reported  during  the  month  of 
December,  but  Measles  was  somewhat  prevalent  and  apparently  on  the 
increase 

Mr.  Barnes’  report  of  the  sanitary  work  carried  out  by  him  during  the 
year,  the  statistical  tables  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the 
table  provided  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  recording  action  taken  under  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  are  appended. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


March  27th ,  1905. 


J.  S.  TEW. 


TABLE  I 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  and  previous 
years,  in  the  Tonbridge  Urban  District. 
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Eates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population* 

Area  of  district  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  1,336. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  12,736  \ 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,685 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4  ) 


At  Census  of  1901. 


TABLE  II 


Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1904  and  previous 
years  in  the  Tonbridge  Urban  District. 


Year. 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  each  year. 

Births 

Registered 

Deaths  at  all 
ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

1898. 

10,739 

281 

156 

36 

1899. 

10,839 

310 

168 

36 

1900. 

10,947 

253 

162 

25 

1901. 

12,736 

290 

144 

29 

1902. 

13,078 

304 

181 

32 

1903. 

13,413 

365 

156 

36 

Averages  of 
Years  1898  to 
1903. 

11,958 

300 

161 

32 

1904. 

13,725 

331 

177 

43 

TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904  in 

the  Tonbridge  Urban  District. 


Cases  Notitieb  in  Whole  Distbict. 

No.  of  Cases  removed 
to  Hospital  from 
each  Locality. 

Notifiable  Disease 

At  all 

ages. 

Under  1.  1-5. 

At  Ages 

5-15. 

— Years. 

15-25. 

25-65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Small-pox  . 

" 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

6 

—  1 

4 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

1 

— 

i 

• — 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1 

' 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Enteric  Fever . 

4 

2 

2 

3 

Totals  . 

14 

1  1 

i 

5 

2 

4 

1 

9 

Isolation  Hospital,  Vauxhall  Lane  (Tonbridge  Rural  District). 


SCHEDULE  B. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death,  during  Year  1904,  in  the  Tonbridge 

Urban  District. 


Deaths  in  Whole  District 

at  Subjoined  Ages. 

Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
Residents  or 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 

5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Non-Residents 
in  Public  Insti¬ 
tutions  in  the 
District. 

Measles . 

4 

1 

3 

Epidemic  Influenza  .... 
Diphtheria,  Membranous 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Croup  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  • 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery  ... 
Epidemic  or  Zymotic 

4 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Enteritis . 

3 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_  ! 

Enteritis  . 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Meninges 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

—  : 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  .  . 
Other  forms  of  Tuber- 

15 

1 

— 

1 

4 

8 

1 

— 

culosis  . 

7 

2 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Alcoholism  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cancer . 

17 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

8 

9 

2 

Premature  Birth . 

7 

7 

— ■ 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— ■ 

Developmental  Diseases .  . 

16 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Old  Age  . 

25 

— 

— 

— 

• — - 

— 

25 

1 

Meningitis  . 

Inflammation  and  Soften- 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

-  — 

— 

— 

ing  of  Brain  . 

1 

- — • 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

— 

—  i 

Organic  Diseases  of  Heart 

17 

1 

— 

— 

1 

8 

7 

— 

Acute  Bronchitis . 

7 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

Chronic  Bronchitis . 

Lobar  (Croupous)  Pneu- 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

monia . 

Lobular  (Broncho-)  Pneu- 

1 

1 

■ 

- 

■ 

- - 

monia  ...  . . 

8 

4 

1 

- 

. 

1 

2 

_ 

Obstruction  of  Intestines. 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

1 

— 

- - 

- - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Disease  . 

Deaths  by  Accident  or 

4 

' 

_ 

" 

“ 

1 

3 

1 

Negligence . 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths  by  Suicide  .  .  .  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

All  other  causes  . 

18 

2 

7 

9 

All  causes  . 

177 

43 

11 

5 

8 

45 

65 

6 

INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

36 

— 

— 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

149 

— ■ 

— 

Workplaces 

— 

— 

— 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

— 

— 

— 

Total  .  . 

185 

— 

— 

12 


REPORT  and  SCHEDULE  of  Sanitary  Work  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year  1904. 


There  is  no  Common  Lodging  House  registered  in  the  Town. 

The  Slaughterhouses,  Bakehouses,  Workshops,  and  Cowsheds  have  been 
periodically  inspected  and  been  found  generally  in  a  cleanly  condition.  One 
underground  bakehouse  was  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease 
necessitated  the  removal  of  8  cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Vauxhall  Lane, 
and  1  case  of  Small-pox  to  the  Dislingbury  Joint  Hospital,  and  the  disin¬ 
fection  of  about  56  rooms  and  a  quantity  of  bedding  and  clothing. 

The  Canal  Boats  have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  a  copy  of  the 
Annual  Report  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  following  is  the  Schedule  of  work  done  during  the  year  : — 


Notices  served  for  sanitary  amendments  of  house  and 

premises  .  65 

Houses  closed  upon  service  of  notice . .  2 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  inspected  ..  .  864 

Houses  completely  re -drained .  78 

Drains  repaired,  trapped,  cleansed,  new  pans,  &c .  201 

Additional  w.c.’s  provided  . 28 

Dust  bins  provided  . ,* .  235 

W.C.’s  provided  with  flushing  cisterns .  254 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  .  4 

Water  laid  on  .  51 

Nuisances  caused  by  animals  .  5 

Cases  of  overcrowding .  3 

Unsound  food  seized,  or  surrendered . (about)  56  lbs. 

Premises  regularly  inspected  : — 

Licensed  slaughterhouses  .  10 

Licensed  cowsheds  .  8 

Bakehouses  .  25 

Workshops  (including  47  domestic)  .  124 

Factories  (including  6  domestic)  .  36 


WILLIAM  BARNES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


